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Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed rightly dividing the word of truth. IITimothy 2:15
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Our True Identification

by Jack Northart
  

What happened when Adam sinned? He lost his spiritual connection with God.  He went from being a man who had a body, a soul and a spirit, to a man that was just body and soul.  When Adam lost the spirit, he plunged mankind into a state that the Bible calls, "dead in trespasses and sins." He became a natural man. He was a natural man because his five senses were all he had to live by with no spirit within. He freely gave up that spirit by willfully disobeying God's command in the Garden of Eden,  "…of every tree of the garden, thou mayest freely eat; But of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die." (Genesis 2:16b-17)
   
The spirit was gone that day. The result was death. Before that time, Adam and Eve could live forever, physically. But once the spirit was gone, death became a reality for all of mankind. Adam had "sold out" to God's arch enemy, the Devil. Adam transferred all of the rights and authority that God had conferred to him, to the Adversary. And Satan now had the dominion and power over the Earth. This is why he is referred to in II Corinthians as "the god of this world." There was now an urgent need for a redeemer for mankind, a savior, someone who would have to buy back that authority, who would save mankind from sin and the consequences of sin, and who could restore the connection with God that man had originally been given in the Garden. Furthermore, he would have to do it on complete legal grounds. He would have to answer to the justice of God and pay the penalty for sin, once and for all. That man was Jesus Christ.  
   
What made him different than other man who walked with God, was the fact that he was born without sin in his bloodstream. All other men, from the time of Adam's sin, had been born with it. Furthermore, he walked with the Heavenly Father perfectly. He willfully decided to OBEY God, in contrast to Adam's willful disobedience. The challenge that we have now in our day and time is to willfully choose to recognize our identification with Christ, rather than recognizing the old sin nature of Adam.  
   
When we accepted Jesus as our personal Lord and savior, and believed that God raised him from the dead, we transferred ownership. We became God's property and are no longer dead in trespasses and sins. We passed from death unto life. We are now identified in all that Jesus Christ accomplished. To fully appreciate the truth concerning our identification, a section of scripture from the Book of Romans must be properly understood and believed. We will look at The New English Bible translation where it is more clearly understood.

   Romans 5:12-19
   Mark what follows. It was through one man that sin entered the world, and through
   sin death, and thus death pervaded the whole human race, inasmuch as all men 
   have sinned. For sin was already in the world before there was law, though in the 
   absence of law no reckoning is kept of sin. But death held sway from Adam to 
   Moses, even over those who had not sinned as Adam did, by disobeying a direct 
   command - and Adam foreshadows the Man who was to come.  
   But God's act of grace is out of all proportion to Adam's  wrongdoing. For if the   
   wrongdoing of that one man brought death upon so many, its effect is vastly 
   exceeded by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ.  
   And again, the gift of God is not to be compared in its effect with that one man's 
   sin; for the judicial action, following upon the one offence, issued in a verdict of 
   condemnation, but the act of grace, following upon so many misdeeds, issued in a 
   verdict of acquittal. For if by the wrongdoing of that one man death established its 
   reign, through a single sinner, much more shall those who receive in far greater 
   measure God's grace, and his gift of righteousness, live and reign through the one 
   man, Jesus Christ. It follows then, that as the issue of one misdeed was 
   condemnation for all men, so the issue of one just act is acquittal and life for all 
   men. For as through the disobedience of the one man many were made sinners, 
   so through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous.

When we made the decision to get saved, born-again, we were no longer merely men of body and soul, but became men of body, soul and the greater part, which is spirit. Now we have a new unity. Spirit is not with all men on the face of the earth, but only with the born-again believers. When men talk about the "brotherhood of man," it is only true of our oneness in Adam. It cannot be true of our unity in Christ, for all men do not believe regarding him. Thus the "brotherhood of man" is nothing more than the unity of all men as sinners in Adam with a common need for the savior.

Adam did not fall because of a lifestyle of disobedience. Rather it was a single act of disobedience that brought calamity upon all mankind. Similarly, Jesus Christ regained man's right standing before God by a single act of obedience. Of course to get to the point of offering his life to God to redeem mankind, he had to have walked obediently before God his whole life. Today, a single act of obedience on our part brings us salvation and righteousness. That act is confessing Jesus as Lord and believing God raised him from the dead. Adam's sin opened the door for a lifestyle change of disobedience for all men, while Jesus Christ's obedience unto the death of the cross and our obedience to Romans 10:9 opens the door for a lifestyle of obedience. However, unlike Adam who lost spiritual life because of one act of disobedience, we as believers do not have that life conditionally. Rather it is born within us by seed and as such cannot be lost.

   I Corinthians 15:45
   And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was 
   made a quickening spirit.

The word "quickening" is "life-giving."  As born-again ones we all received that life which Jesus Christ made available. In Adam, we all inherited soul-life, and in Christ all believers have obtained spirit life. The life from Adam is temporal, while the life from the second Adam is everlasting. In our first birth we are born of the line of Adam. It is flesh. In the new birth we are born from God Who is Spirit. That which is created within us is spirit. As born-again believers we are no longer mere men of body and soul, but those who have been born from above and have eternal life spirit. Therefore, we are to quit identifying ourselves with the schemes, fashions, the worldliness of this world. We have a choice that all men, from the time of Adam until the day of Pentecost, could not make. Just like Adam we have the choice of either walking by the senses or by the spirit. Of course, God has not required our walking as a condition for maintaining spiritual life, as He did with Adam. We must constantly recognize the reality that we have spirit life by birth. This is much greater than what Adam had.

   Ephesians 4: 22-24
   That ye put off concerning the former conversation [conduct, manner of life] the old 
   man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; And be renewed in the spirit 
   of your mind; And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in 
   righteousness and true holiness.

We put off the old man, stop identifying ourselves with him, and put on the new man in our renewed minds. We no longer ascribe to ourselves the qualities and characteristics of the old Adam nature. We see ourselves as a new man. We begin identifying with Christ, recognizing and establishing in our minds that we are no
longer children of wrath but are now sons of God. By our own freedom of will we now identify ourselves with another. We ascribe to ourselves the qualities and characteristics of Jesus Christ. We realize that we are as he is and begin walking in a manner that befits our oneness in Christ.

