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When reading the Bible, it is important to understand the different administrations. In the last issue of the Grapevine, we left off discussing  the 4th administration which is the Christ Administration. During this time, Jesus Christ, as the Messiah himself, was personally present on earth to keep and fulfill the law. 
   
Matthew 27:51 tells us that when Jesus Christ died, "…behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom…" after it was ripped in two, there was no longer a separation between the priests and the people. The whole area was open to all, both literally and figuratively. The priests no longer had to make intercession for the people once Christ had fulfilled the law; Christ himself became the people's intercessor. 

   Romans 8:34 
   Who is he that condemneth? [Is it] Christ that
   died, yea rather that is risen again, who is even
   at the right hand of God who also maketh
   intercession for us."

   Romans 10:4
   For Christ is the end of the law for 
   righteousness to every one that believeth.

The Lord Jesus Christ was the fulfillment of the promise of Genesis 3:15. He was the fulfillment of the promises to the patriarchs. He was the fulfillment of the promises of the Law Administration.  The four gospels document the Christ Administration.  They record some of the incredible things that Jesus Christ did and said while he was here upon earth.
   
The 5th administration is called the Grace or Mystery Administration, which began on the day of Pentecost and is the administration in which we now live.  It is also known as the Church of God.  It is called the Mystery Administration because the Great Mystery that was hid in God was made known to the Apostle Paul. 
   
  Ephesians 3:1-6
   For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, If ye have heard of the 
   dispensation [oikonomia - administration] of the grace of God which is given me to youward: How that    by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, Whereby when ye     read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ.) Which in other ages, was not made     know unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit;          That the Gentiles should be fellow- heirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in     
   Christ by the gospel:

(Also see Romans 16: 25,26, Colossians 1:25-27). This is the administration that ends with the gathering together of all those who have believed on Jesus Christ and are born again, all the way from the day of Pentecost until the gathering together. (I Thessalonians 4:16,17, II Thessalonians 2:1).
   
The 6th administration is the Appearing or Revelation Administration. It begins immediately after Christ's return to gather together his Body, the Church of God.  This administration is still future.  During this period is when the events recorded in the Book of Revelation take place. It is during this time period that Christ returns to the earth once again WITH his saints.  It ends when Satan is destroyed and the great white throne judgment takes place. 

The final administration is the Paradise or Glory Administration. This administration complements the Original Paradise Administration. That which was available on earth in Genesis 1 and 2, which ended abruptly in Genesis 3:24, picks up again in Revelation 21.  Paradise will once more be on earth. There shall be a new heaven and a new earth wherein dwells only righteousness.  There will be no more sickness, nor more sorrow, nor more death. This administration has no end.

   2 Peter 3:13
   Nevertheless we, according to his promise, 
   look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein 
   dwelleth righteousness.

   Revelation 21: 1-5
   And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for
   the first heaven and the first earth were passed 
   away; and there was no more sea.  And I John 
   saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming
   down  from God out of heaven, prepared as a  
   bride adorned for her husband.  And I heard a 
   great   voice come out of heaven saying, 
   Behold, the    tabernacle of God is with men, 
   and he will dwell with them, and they shall be 
   his people, and  God himself shall be with the, 
   and be their God.  And God shall wipe away all 
   tears from their   eyes; and there shall be no 
   more death, neither   sorrow, nor crying, neither 
   shall there be any   more pain; for the former 
   things are passed   away.  And he that sat upon
   the throne said,   Behold, I make all things new. 
   And he said unto   me, Write: for these words 
   are faithful and true.

This is a very brief overview of the seven administrations. Overall, the rules of life changed in the different administrations.  However, certain parts do carry over from one administration to another. We can apply whatever we learn from the whole Bible as long as it does not contradict what is addressed to the Church of God.

